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Haunted Property

During an interview, Eudora Welty described her inability to write directly about World War II: "I couldn't
write about it, not at the time, it was too personal. I could write or translate things into domestic or other
dimensions in my writing, with the same things in mind" (qtd. in Ruas 66). The purpose of this paper is to
examine Welty's 1946 novel Delta Wedding as a translation of, or response to, the war. Welty goes out of
her way to avoid any association with the war; she conspicuously places the novel in the year 1923
because it was not a "war year." She retreats from the epic violence of war into the seemingly peaceful,
pastoral delta country of Mississippi. Yet, by its avoidance of war, Delta Wedding paradoxically depicts
the war by providing a negative image of the war. With the mobilization of men to the front lines during
the masculine event of war, the feminized homefront left behind became another negative image of war.
During World War II, traditional patriarchies were transformed into practical matriarchies. Women entered
the workforce to help fill the labor shortage left by men, often taking jobs traditionally thought of as
"men's only." This proved to be a turning point for women in American history. In Delta Wedding, Welty's
portrayal of a matriarchal family on a patriarchal plantation mirrors the 1940s society. She depicts women
in various stages of life, which reflect the stages in Susan Lichtman's cycle of the female hero. They
include the virgin, mother and crone stages. Through such characters, Welty celebrates the female
journey toward self-actualization, helping the reader to value such a journey as heroic. In doing so, she
gives an alternate view of the hero: not typical war hero of the time, but instead the hero of the everyday,
not limited by gender.

The Role of the Home in Eudora Welty's Delta Wedding and the Optimist's Daughter

The nickname of the train was the Yellow Dog. Its real name was the Yazoo-Delta. It was a mixed train.
The day was the 10th of September, 1923 – afternoon. Laura McRaven, who was nine years old, was on
her first journey alone. Laura McRaven travels down the Delta to attend her cousin Dabney's wedding. At
the Fairchild plantation her family envelop her in a tidal wave of warmth, teases and comfort. As the big
day approaches, tensions inevitably rise to the surface.

Dispatches from the Homefront

Gathers all of the short stories, published between 1941 and 1954, by the influential Southern writer,
along with two nonfiction pieces from the 1960s and a perennially popular memoir, One Writer's
Beginnings, from 1984.

The Collected Stories of Eudora Welty

Delta Wedding, a Novel by Eudora Welty
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One Time, One Place

The Golden Apples

The Bride of the Innisfallen

Edna Earle Ponder, who runs a hotel in a small Mississippi town, tells the story of her beloved,
softhearted, but trying Uncle Daniel.

Delta Wedding

Young Laura spends an exciting week with her cousins, the Fairchilds, at their estate on the Mississippi
Delta in the early 1920s

The Shoe Bird

A collection of short stories from the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of classic American southern
literature. Combining stories set in the rural south, Eudora Welty’s own special province, and stories with
a European locale, which give a wider range to her fiction, The Bride of Innisfallen demonstrates the
remarkable talent of one of the finest short story writers of our time. The gentle wit of the title story, the
grave and musical prose of “Circe,” a retelling of Greek myth, the acute character portrayal and
extraordinary evocation of the steamy bayou county in “No Place for You, My Love” are all touched with
the particular magic that has made Welty one of America’s most beloved storytellers. “The writing
throughout is at Ms. Welty’s best level.” —Edward Weeks, The Atlantic

Ancestor Trouble

The Fairchild Family Myth in Eudora Welty's Delta Wedding

This collection of short stories of the Mississippi Delta by the Pulitzer Prize–winning author is “a work of
art” (The New York Times Book Review). Here in Morgana, Mississippi, the young dream of other places;
the old can tell you every name on every stone in the cemetery on the town’s edge; and cuckolded
husbands and love-starved piano teachers share the same paths. It’s also where one neighbor has
disappeared on the horizon, slipping away into local legend. Black and white, lonely and the gregarious,
sexually adventurous and repressed, vengeful and resigned, restless and settled, the vividly realized
characters that make up this collection of interrelated stories, with elements drawn from ancient myth and
transplanted to the American South, prove that this National Book Award–winning writer, as Katherine
Anne Porter once wrote, had “an ear sharp, shrewd, and true as a tuning fork.” “I doubt that a better book
about ‘the South’—one that more completely gets the feel of the particular texture of Southern life, and its
special tone and pattern—has ever been written.” —The New Yorker

Eudora Welty

Young Laura spends an exciting week with her cousins, the Fairchilds, at their estate on the Mississippi
Delta in the early 1920s

Delta Wedding

Presenting the first full-length collection of essays on Eudora Welty's novel, Delta Wedding (1946), this
volume is the fourth book in Rodopi Press's Dialogue Series. Within these pages, emerging and
experienced literary critics engage in an exciting dialogue about Welty's noted novel, presenting a wide
range of scholarship that focuses on feminist concerns, pays tribute to the rhetoric of exclusion and
empowerment, examines the role of outsider and boundaries, explores meaning-making, and highlights
the novel's humor and musicality. This volume will no doubt be of interest to Welty aficianados as well as
southern studies and feminist scholars and to those who are interested in the craft of writing fiction.
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Found Haiku from Eudora Welty's Delta Wedding

Stories written over a period of twenty-five years include The Wide Net, Lily Daw and the Three Ladies,
and The Bride of the Innisfallen

Delta Wedding

An acclaimed writer goes searching for the truth about her wildly unconventional Southern family—and
finds that our obsession with ancestors opens up new ways of seeing ourselves. Maud Newton’s
ancestors have vexed and fascinated her since she was a girl. Her mother’s father, who came of age in
Texas during the Great Depression, was said to have married thirteen times and been shot by one of his
wives. Her mother’s grandfather killed a man with a hay hook and died in an institution. Mental illness
and religious fanaticism percolated through Maud’s maternal lines back to an ancestor accused of being
a witch in Puritan-era Massachusetts. Maud’s father, an aerospace engineer turned lawyer, was an
educated man who extolled the virtues of slavery and obsessed over the “purity” of his family bloodline,
which he traced back to the Revolutionary War. He tried in vain to control Maud’s mother, a whirlwind of
charisma and passion given to feverish projects: thirty rescue cats, and a church in the family’s living
room where she performed exorcisms. Their divorce, when it came, was a relief. Still, the meeting of her
parents’ lines in Maud inspired an anxiety that she could not shake, a fear that she would replicate their
damage. She saw similar anxieties in the lives of friends, in the works of writers and artists she admired.
As obsessive in her own way as her parents, Maud researched her genealogy—her grandfather’s
marriages, the accused witch, her ancestors’ roles in slavery and genocide—and sought family secrets
through her DNA. But immersed in census archives and cousin matches, she yearned for deeper truths.
Her journey took her into the realms of genetics, epigenetics, and the debates over intergenerational
trauma. She mulled over modernity’s dismissal of ancestors along with psychoanalytic and spiritual
traditions that center them. Searching, moving, and inspiring, Ancestor Trouble is one writer’s attempt to
use genealogy—a once-niche hobby that has grown into a multi-billion-dollar industry—to expose the
secrets and contradictions of her own ancestors, and to argue for the transformational possibilities that
reckoning with our ancestors offers all of us.

Eudora Welty's Isolated Women Characters in Delta Wedding

Gathers the author's photographs of friends and family, Southern life, and her travels.

A Curtain of Green

Eudora Welty's Delta Wedding

Three generations of Granny Vaughn's descendants gather at her Mississippi home to celebrate her 90th
birthday. Possessed of the true storyteller's gift, the members of this clan cannot resist the temptation to
swap tales.

Delta wedding

Amusing events occur when Arturo, the parrot who works in a shoe store, fits the other birds with new
shoes.

Delta Wedding and The Ponder Heart

The debut short fiction collection from the Pulitzer Prize–winning Southern author: “A fine writer and a
distinguished book” (The New Yorker). When A Curtain of Green was published, it immediately
established an unknown young writer from Mississippi as a uniquely original literary voice and a great
American author. In her now-famous introduction to the collection, Katherine Anne Porter wrote that
“there is even in the smallest story a sense of power in reserve which makes me believe firmly that,
splendid beginning that it is, it is only a beginning.” In this collection are many of the stories that have
become acknowledged masterpieces: the hilarious over-the-top family drama that drives a small-town
resentful postmistress to explain “Why I Live at the P.O.”; the deeply satisfying thwarting of a trio of
busybodies by a “feeble-minded” young woman in “Lily Daw and the Three Ladies”; the poignant
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pilgrimage of elderly Phoenix Jackson in “A Worn Path”; and the boldly experimental and jubilantly
playful literary improvisation of “Powerhouse,” inspired by a performance Eudora Welty saw by Fats
Waller. Porter added that “[Welty] has simply an eye and an ear sharp, shrewd, and true as a tuning fork.”
Like the jazz tunes Powerhouse bangs out on the piano, Welty’s stories remain as fresh, alive, and
unpredictable today as when they first appeared. “Miss Welty’s stories are deceptively simple. They are
concerned with ordinary people, but what happens to them and the manner of the telling are far from
ordinary.”—The New Yorker

Stories, Essays & Memoir

Vladimir Petrovich Voldemar, a 16-year-old, is staying in the country with his family and meets Zinaida
Alexandrovna Zasyekina, a beautiful 21-year-old woman, staying with her mother, Princess Zasyekina, in
a wing of the manor. This family, as with many of the Russian minor nobility with royal ties of that time,
were only afforded a degree of respectability because of their titles; the Zasyekins, in the case of this
story, are a very poor family. The young Vladimir falls irretrievably in love with Zinaida, who has a set of
several other (socially more eligible) suitors whom he joins in their difficult and often fruitless search for
the young lady's favour.

Eudora Welty's Modernist Vision in Delta Wedding

In Sacred Groves and Ravaged Gardens, Louise Westling explores how the complex, difficult roles of
women in southern culture shaped the literary worlds of Eudora Welty, Carson McCullers, and Flannery
O'Connor. Tracing the cultural heritage of the South, Westling shows how southern women reacted to the
violent, false world created by their men--a world in which women came to be shrouded as icons of purity
in atonement for the sins of men. Exposing the actual conditions of women's lives, creating assertive
protagonists who resist or revise conventional roles, and exploring rich matriarchal traditions and
connections to symbolic landscapes Welty, McCullers, and O'Connor created a body of fiction that
enriches and complements the patriarchal version of southern life presented in the works of William
Faulkner, John Crowe Ransom, Allen Tate, and William Styron.

Delta Wedding

Tell about Night Flowers presents previously unpublished letters by Eudora Welty, selected and
annotated by scholar Julia Eichelberger. Welty published many of her best-known works in the 1940s: A
Curtain of Green, The Wide Net, The Robber Bridegroom, Delta Wedding, and The Golden Apples. During
this period, she also wrote hundreds of letters to two friends who shared her love of gardening. One
friend, Diarmuid Russell, was her literary agent in New York; the other, John Robinson, was a high school
classmate and an aspiring writer who served in the Army in WWII, and he was long the focus of Welty’s
affection. Welty’s lyrical, witty, and poignant discussions of gardening and nature are delightful in
themselves; they are also figurative expressions of Welty’s views of her writing and her friendships.
Taken together with thirty-five illustrations, they form a poetic narrative of their own, chronicling artistic
and psychic developments that were underway before Welty was fully conscious of them. By 1949 her art,
like her friendships, had evolved in ways that she would never have predicted in 1940. Tell about Night
Flowers not only lets readers glimpse Welty in her garden; it also reveals a brilliant and generous mind
responding to the public events, people, art, and natural landscapes Welty encountered at home and on
her travels during the 1940s. This book enhances our understanding of the life, landscape, and art of a
major American writer.

The Ponder Heart

Keywords: pastoral, World War II literature, heroism.

Losing Battles

Set in 1923, Delta Wedding is an exquisitely woven story of southern family life, centered around the
Fairchild family’s preparations for a wedding at their Mississippi plantation. In The Ponder Heart, a comic
masterpiece, Miss Edna Earle Ponder, one of the few living members of a once prominent family, tells a
traveling salesman the history of her family and fellow townsfolk. This edition brings together two fine
works from one of the most beloved writers of the American south.
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Feminine Revision in Eudora Welty's Delta Wedding

At the heart of America’s slave system was the legal definition of people as property. While property
ownership is a cornerstone of the American dream, the status of enslaved people supplies a contrasting
American nightmare. Sarah Gilbreath Ford considers how writers in works from nineteenth-century slave
narratives to twenty-first-century poetry employ gothic tools, such as ghosts and haunted houses, to
portray the horrors of this nightmare. Haunted Property: Slavery and the Gothic thus reimagines the
southern gothic, which has too often been simply equated with the macabre or grotesque and then
dismissed as regional. Although literary critics have argued that the American gothic is driven by the
nation’s history of racial injustice, what is missing in this critical conversation is the key role of property.
Ford argues that out of all of slavery’s perils, the definition of people as property is the central impetus
for haunting because it allows the perpetration of all other terrors. Property becomes the engine for the
white accumulation of wealth and power fueled by the destruction of black personhood. Specters often
linger, however, to claim title, and Ford argues that haunting can be a bid for property ownership.
Through examining works by Harriet Jacobs, Hannah Crafts, Mark Twain, Herman Melville, Sherley Anne
Williams, William Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Toni Morrison, Octavia Butler, and Natasha Trethewey, Ford
reveals how writers can use the gothic to combat legal possession with spectral possession.

The Robber Bridegroom

An authoritative account of the esteemed American writer's life and achievements traces her origins in
Jackson, Mississippi, her relationships with such contemporaries as Katherine Anne Porter and E. M.
Forster, and her receipt of numerous literary awards. Reprint.

Sacred Groves and Ravaged Gardens

The Pulitzer Prize-winning author takes a classic fairy tale and turns it into a novel set along the
eighteenth-century frontier of the Natchez Trace. In the clammy forests of Louisiana, somewhere between
New Orleans and the muddy Mississippi River, the berry-stained bandit of the woods, Jamie Lockhart,
saves the life of a gullible planter. In reward, Jamie is given shelter—only to kidnap the planter’s lovely
young daughter, Rosamund. It’s an impulsive act that will have far-reaching consequences, and will set
in motion a series of fantastic, murderous, and flamboyantly uncivilized romantic adventures. With
legendary figures of Mississippi’s past—including notorious riverboatman Mike Fink and the thrill-killing
Harp brothers—mingling side-by-side with characters from legendary fairy tales and the author’s own
imagination, The Robber Bridegroom in an exuberant cocktail of fantasy, folklore and history along the
treacherous Natchez Trace. The basis of the popular musical that has run both on and off Broadway, The
Robber Bridegroom is “a modern fairy tale, where irony and humor, outright nonsense, deep wisdom and
surrealistic extravaganzas becomes a poetic unity through the power of a pure exquisite style” (The New
York Times). “As sly and irresistible as anything in Candide. For all her wild, rich fancy, Welty writes
prose that is as disciplined as it is beautiful.” —The New Yorker

One Writer's Beginnings

The Use of Place in Eudora Welty's Delta Wedding

First Love (Annotated)

Tess Taylor's much-anticipated lyric debut is at once a sensuous reckoning with an ambiguous family
history and a haunting meditation on national legacy. The Forage House explores how we make stories,
and how stories—even painful ones—make us.

The Forage House

A portrait of a large Southern family who live on a plantation in the Mississippi delta. The story, set in
1923, is woven from the ordinary events of family life, centered around the visit of a young relative and
the family's preparations for her cousin's wedding.
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Fresh from the Country

All forty-one stories published by the distinguished writer are brought together, displaying her insights
into the American South and including her most famous work, "Death of a Traveling Salesman"

New Essays on Eudora Welty, Class, and Race

Tell about Night Flowers

Contributions by Jacob Agner, Susan V. Donaldson, Sarah Gilbreath Ford, Stephen M. Fuller, Jean C.
Griffith, Ebony Lumumba, Rebecca Mark, Donnie McMahand, Kevin Murphy, Harriet Pollack, Christin
Marie Taylor, Annette Trefzer, and Adrienne Akins Warfield The year 2013 saw the publication of Eudora
Welty, Whiteness, and Race, a collection in which twelve critics changed the conversation on Welty’s
fiction and photography by mining and deciphering the complexity of her responses to the Jim Crow
South. The thirteen diverse voices in New Essays on Eudora Welty, Class, and Race deepen, reflect on,
and respond to those seminal discussions. These essays freshly consider such topics as Welty’s uses of
African American signifying in her short stories and her attention to public street performances
interacting with Jim Crow rules in her unpublished photographs. Contributors discuss her adaptations of
gothic plots, haunted houses, Civil War stories, and film noir. And they frame Welty’s work with such
subjects as Bob Dylan’s songwriting, the idea and history of the orphan in America, and standup
comedy. They compare her handling of whiteness and race to other works by such contemporary writers
as William Faulkner, Richard Wright, Toni Morrison, Chester Himes, and Alice Walker. Discussions of race
and class here also bring her masterwork The Golden Apples and her novel Losing Battles,
underrepresented in earlier conversations, into new focus. Moreover, as a group these essays provide
insight into Welty as an innovative craftswoman and modernist technician, busily altering literary form
with her frequent, pointed makeovers of familiar story patterns, plots, and genres.

Dispatches from the Homefront: Eudora Welty's Delta Wedding

This Pulitzer Prize–winning novel tells the story of Laurel McKelva Hand, a young woman who has left the
South and returns, years later, to New Orleans, where her father is dying. After his death, she and her silly
young stepmother go back still farther, to the small Mississippi town where she grew up. Along in the old
house, Laurel finally comes to an understanding of the past, herself, and her parents.

Eudora Welty

Collects photographs of Mississippians that Welty took in the 1930s when she worked for the Works
Progress Administration

The Optimist's Daughter

Featuring a new introduction, this updated edition of the New York Times bestselling classic by Pulitzer
Prize and National Book Award–winning author and one of the most revered figures in American letters is
“profound and priceless as guidance for anyone who aspires to write” (Los Angeles Times). Born in 1909
in Jackson, Mississippi, Eudora Welty shares details of her upbringing that show us how her family and
her surroundings contributed to the shaping not only of her personality but of her writing as well.
Everyday sights, sounds, and objects resonate with the emotions of recollection: the striking clocks, the
Victrola, her orphaned father’s coverless little book saved since boyhood, the tall mountains of the West
Virginia back country that became a metaphor for her mother’s sturdy independence, Eudora’s earliest
box camera that suspended a moment forever and taught her that every feeling awaits a gesture. In her
vivid descriptions of growing up in the South—of the interplay between black and white, between town and
countryside, between dedicated schoolteachers and the children they taught—she recreates the vanished
world of her youth with the same subtlety and insight that mark her fiction, capturing “the mysterious
transfiguring gift by which dream, memory, and experience become art” (Los Angeles Times Book
Review). Part memoir, part exploration of the seeds of creativity, this unique distillation of a writer’s
beginnings offers a rare glimpse into the Mississippi childhood that made Eudora Welty the acclaimed
and important writer she would become.
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Thirteen Stories

This novel of a Mississippi family in the 1920s “presents the essence of the Deep South and does it with
infinite finesse” (The Christian Science Monitor). From one of the most treasured American writers,
winner of a National Book Award and Pulitzer Prize, comes Delta Wedding, a vivid and charming portrait
of Southern life. Set in 1923, the story is centered on the Fairchilds, a big and clamorous family, who live
on a plantation in the Mississippi delta. They are in the midst of planning their daughter’s wedding when
a nine-year-old relative, Laura McRaven, whose mother has just died, comes to visit. Drama leads to
drama, revelation to revelation, in a novel that is “nothing short of wonderful” (The New Yorker). The
result is a sometimes-riotous view of a Southern family, and the parentless child who learns to become
one of them.
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